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CAHIIM Announces 2020 Board Chair, New Board Officers, and Council Members  
 
Melanie Brodnik Elected to Serve as Chair  
 
CHICAGO (Dec. 20th, 2019) The Commission on Accreditation for Health Informatics and 
Information Management Education (CAHIIM) announces the election of Melanie Brodnik, PhD, 
MS, RHIA, FAHIMA, Associate Professor Emeritus, The Ohio State University, as Chair of CAHIIM 
Board of Directors. Dr. Brodnik will begin her term January 1, 2020.   
 
In her role, Dr. Brodnik will work with the Board and CEO, Dr. Angela Kennedy, to provide 
strategic direction and fiduciary oversight to CAHIIM. CAHIIM Directors are volunteers who 
serve in support of quality assurance in higher education within CAHIIM’s scope of accreditation 
services and contribute to the quality performance measures, accreditation standards and 
processes that drive improvements in Health Informatics (HI) and Health Information 
Management (HIM) academic programs in colleges and universities across the United States 
and Puerto Rico. Stakeholder representation is enabled by two member organizations: the 
American Health Information Management Association (AHIMA) and the American Medical 
Informatics Association (AMIA).  
 
Melanie Brodnik, PhD, MS, RHIA, FAHIMA, is currently associate professor emeritus, and part-

time faculty member in the Health Information Management and Systems 
Division at The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. Prior to assuming her 
emeritus role, she served as Program Director for 39 years and as Coordinator 
of the School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences Master of Science track in 
HI. Dr. Brodnik holds an AA degree in medical record technology from 
Fullerton Jr. College, a BS in medical record administration from Loma Linda 
University, a MS in health science education and evaluation from the State 
University of New York at Buffalo, and a PhD from The Ohio State University’s 

College of Education in research and evaluation. Dr. Brodnik has 45 years of experience as an 
educator and practitioner in the field. She was President of AHIMA in 2004 and was on the 
AHIMA Board of Directors from 1999 to 2005. Dr. Brodnik has served on numerous AHIMA 
councils and committees throughout her career. She currently serves on the Board of Directors 
of CAHIIM and is Past Chair of the Health Information Management Accreditation Council 
(HIMAC). She is co-editor of the textbook, Fundamentals of Law in Health Informatics and 
Information Management. She served as editor of Topics in Health Information Management 
for 21 years and is currently editor of the AHIMA Foundation research journal Perspectives in 
Health Information Management. She received the AHIMA Literary Award in 1992 and 2010. In 
2006, she received the AHIMA Champion Award and OHIMA Distinguished Member Award, and 
in 2013, she received the AHIMA Distinguished Member Award.  
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“I am excited to lead CAHIIM into a new decade that strives to enhance educational excellence 
and opportunity through innovation in accreditation processes.  Our commitment is to make a 
meaningful impact on health information management and health informatics education that 
supports public trust and workforce competence.” 
 
Newly Elected Board Officers and Directors 
 
In addition to Dr. Brodnik’s appointment, other newly-elected volunteers include 2020 Chair-
Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, new members of the Board of Directors, and new Council members: 
 
Chair Elect: Eric Swirsky 

Eric S. Swirsky, JD, MA is faculty and the director of graduate studies in the Department of 
Biomedical and Health Information Sciences at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago (UIC), where he also holds appointments in the Honors College and 
the medical school’s Department of Pathology.  Professor Swirsky has 
created applied ethics and professionalism curricula from the 
undergraduate through post-doctoral levels across disciplines, including 
clinical HI, HIM, rehabilitation sciences, and medicine.  His areas of 
expertise are related to ethical use of data, medical technologies, clinical 
interventions, and the sociotechnical milieu in which they converge. 

Professor Swirsky’s scholarly interests have focused upon ethical conundrums attendant to the 
use of digital and information technologies in healthcare; in particular, he is interested in 
impacts upon medical education, clinical relationships, the delivery of health services, 
economics, and end-of-life decision-making. 
 
Secretary: Mervat Abdelhak 

Mervat Abdelhak, PhD, RHIA, FAHIMA was the department Chair from 1981-2018 and a 
tenured professor of HIM and HI at the University of Pittsburgh, School of 
Health and Rehabilitation Sciences.  

Dr. Abdelhak is recognized as a thought leader nationally and 
internationally with significant contributions to HIM and HI education and 
practice.  Dr. Abdelhak is the recipient of coveted awards including the 
Distinguished Member Award from AHIMA, a 103,000-member 
association, the Distinguished Member Award from the Pennsylvania 
Health Information Management Association (PHIMA), the Distinguished 

Alumnus Award from the University of Pittsburgh and the Literary Award from AHIMA. 

In the early 1980’s, Dr. Abdelhak established two masters’ degree programs at the University of 
Pittsburgh; one is the Health Information Systems and the second is the Health Care 
Supervision and Management.  She was also instrumental in developing the HIM / HI core in the 



P a g e  | 3 
 

 

© 2020 Commission on Accreditation for Health Informatics and Information Management Education 

school’s doctoral program.  Under her leadership, she accelerated the department’s research 
productively garnering in excess of $1.5 million in research dollars annually. 
 
Treasurer: Duane M. Kirking  

Duane M. Kirking, PharmD, PhD is Professor Emeritus, College of Pharmacy and Research 
Scientist Emeritus, School of Public Health at the University of Michigan.  He 
received his BS in pharmacy from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and 
PharmD from the University of Kentucky where he also completed a clinical 
pharmacy residency.  Dr. Kirking received a master’s degree in public 
administration and a PhD in administrative and social sciences in pharmacy 
from The Ohio State University. 

He has over 40 years of research, service and teaching related to assessing 
and improving the quality and cost-effectiveness of medication use. Among 

his administrative duties at the University of Michigan, he co-founded and later directed its 
Center for Medication Use, Policy, and Economics. 

Dr. Kirking has been selected for numerous federal and state agency committees.  He continues 
to serve on several other volunteer, health- and education-related boards. Most notable is his 
nearly 30-year volunteer tenure with the United States Pharmacopeia (USP) including five years 
as Chairman of the Board. 
 
Director: Cassi Birnbaum 

Cassi Birnbaum, MS, RHIA, CPHQ, FAHIMA provides enterprise-wide leadership and strategic 
direction for all activities related to HIM, coding, clinical documentation, 
charge capture, risk adjustment, and revenue integrity for the UC San 
Diego Healthcare system, which provides outstanding care and 
breakthroughs in medical research as one of “America’s Best 
Hospitals”.   She is also a faculty member for both UCSD Extension and San 
Diego Mesa College HIM academic programs. Ms. Birnbaum is an officer of 
SDHC Board (San Diego Connect – Regional Health Information Exchange), 
a position she has held since 2010. As Past Board Chair/President of AHIMA 

(2014 – 2016), Ms. Birnbaum was able to successfully lead the industry, profession and its 
members to realizing its vision with a successful transition to ICD-10, Information Governance, 
and adoption of its Global Curriculum. She was previously an AHIMA Director from 2009 – 2012. 
Ms. Birnbaum was honored to receive the 2019 AHIMA Distinguished Member Award, the 2017 
Distinguished Health Professions Alumna recipient for the University of Kansas Medical Center, 
and she received 3M Healthcare’s 2018 Innovator of the Year for accomplishments associated 
with Professional Fee and Single Path Coding. Ms. Birnbaum was the Past President for 
California Health Information Association from 2006 - 2008, and received its prestigious 
Distinguished Member Award in 2009.  She was the Senior Vice President of HIM and a 
consultant for Peak Health Solutions from 2011 - 2015, the Director of Health Information, CDI 
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and Chief Privacy Officer for Rady Children's Hospital in San Diego for fifteen years, and the 
Director of Quality Resource Management at Scripps Health. 
 
Director: Jane Carrington 

Jane Carrington, PhD, RN, FAAN currently serves as the associate professor at The University of 
Arizona, the College of Nursing. She has worked in informatics as an analyst 
and scientist for 20 years.  The focus of her research is nurse-to-nurse 
communication using the electronic health record and hand-off. Of 
particular interest to her is language used to describe a change in patient 
condition or clinical event.  Dr. Carrington developed this concept and 
defines it as pain, fever, bleeding, changes in output, respiratory status and 
level of consciousness.  Guided by the data, Dr. Carrington has also been 
working on standards for electronic health record design and its use.  She 

has taught informatics for master’s and doctor of philosophy students and has been recognized 
for her innovative teaching methods.   
 
Director: Alfred Hamilton 

Alfred Hamilton, PhD, FHIMSS is currently serving as the CEO/ President of Technology 
Solutions Consulting, LLC. He is responsible for creating, planning, 
implementing, and integrating the strategic direction of the company.  

Dr. Hamilton served as Assistant Professor at The George Washington 
University Milken Institute School of Public Health teaching courses in the 
Master of Healthcare Administration and Health Information Technology 
Graduate Certificate Programs. He served over 20 years of honorable 
service with the U.S. Army Medical Department. 

Dr. Hamilton holds Fellowship status with the Health Information 
Management System Society (HIMSS); a BS in Computer Science from Augusta State University, 
MSA in Software Engineering from Central Michigan University, and a PhD in Information 
Decision Systems/Decision Science from The George Washington University.  

He is a member of Catholic Health of Western New York’s Board of Directors; served as a 
Commissioner and Fellow with the Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Management 
Education (CAHME) for 12 years; and was recently selected to serve on the HIMSS North 
America (NA) Board of Directors starting July 2020. 
 
The newly elected board members join the following current CAHIIM Board of Directors: 

• Stuart M. Speedie, PhD, FACMI, CAHIIM Past Chair  
• Karen Bakuzonis, PhD, MS, RHIA, CPHI 
• Charlotte Barrett, MBA, FACHE, RHIA 
• Prudence Dalrymple, PhD, MS, FMLA 
• Marisa Wilson, DNSc, MHSc, RN-BC, CPHIMS, FAAN 
• Sue Boren, PhD, MHA, HIAC Chair 
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• Anita Hazelwood, EdD, RHIA, FAHIMA, HIMAC Chair 
 
Newly Elected Council Members 
 
Health Informatics Accreditation Council (HIAC) Member 
 

Margaret Czart, DrPH is Assistant Professor at the University of Illinois at Chicago. She has 
completed the Doctor of Public Health with a specialization in Public 
Health Informatics at University of Illinois at Chicago in 2012.  Overall, 
Dr. Czart has over 15 years of experience in online education at various 
institutions. Her current focus is on Consumer Health Informatics, which 
are built on the fundamentals of HI. Her goal in teaching is to nurture the 
achievement of fundamental concepts required in the field of HI. Dr. 
Czart guides students in the evaluation of literary evidence, critical 
thinking, argument developments, and construct recommendations as 

solutions to address current challenges in the field. Her area of research is focused on 
educational publications, assessing student learning outcomes, and the role of technology in 
learning. In 2005-2006, she completed a Fulbright Grant within the Health Promotion Division 
at the National Institute of Hygiene in Warsaw, Poland. Dr. Czart is continuously involved in 
faculty development activities with fellow colleagues from the Health Care Quality Program at 
Queen’s University, Ontario, Canada. 
 
Health Information Management Accreditation Council (HIMAC) Member:  
 

Patricia DeVoy, PhD, EdS, LPN, RHIA, CPC, CPPM has been at the University of Detroit Mercy 
since 2016 and is currently the Department Chair/Program Director of the 
Health Information Management and Technology program.  She has a PhD in 
Business/Higher Education Global Leadership from Indiana Tech, EdS in 
Higher Education Leadership, a MA in Educational Psychology and a MA in 
Adult and Community Education from Eastern Michigan University.  She also 
possesses a BS in Allied Health Management from Madonna University, an 
AAS in Health Information Technology from Davenport University and an AS 
from Washtenaw Community College. She’s an RHIA, LPN, CPC, CPPM, and 

CMA (AAMA). 

Dr. DeVoy is an allied health educator with extensive experience in outpatient health 
information and leadership.  She excels at teaching and developing in-seat and online HIM and 
allied health curriculum and courses with advanced Blackboard skills.  She has taught and 
developed all facets of HIM and allied health curriculum with extensive higher education 
material review experience.  She has also authored textbook segments, developed textbook 
ancillaries, developed test banks and textbook/video scripts. 
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Dr. DeVoy’s PhD focus is HIM and servant leadership and plans to continue to complete 
research in the field of HIM education, service learning, and servant leadership within a global 
perspective. 

 
Jacqueline Gibbons, MS, RHIA is the Associate Professor and Program Director of HIM at 

Northern Virginia Community College (NOVA). She has over 30 years of 
progressive experience in diverse areas of HIM and administration, 
operations and program management in Community Based Healthcare 
facilities.  She has led the development of curriculum at the Community 
College and University level.  Additionally, as a healthcare consultant 
working alongside Executives and Administrators in community-based 
healthcare information systems, she has developed a unique insight into 
the intricacies in program design, operations and curricular development.  

This experience was leveraged to assist NOVA in achieving 100% compliance during a 2019 
CAHIIM site visit. It is her desire to share this experience in order for it to benefit students and 
healthcare professionals. 
 

Beverly Marquez, MS, RHIA is currently the health information technology, health occupations, 
and medical lab technician director for State Fair Community College. 
Ms. Marquez has over 30 years of experience in the healthcare field.  
She has been with State Fair Community College, Sedalia, Missouri, 
since 2011. During her time at the college, the AAS in Health 
Information Technology program received CAHIIM accreditation and has 
grown to over 100 active students.  As director of the program, Ms. 
Marquez is constantly reviewing curriculum and speaking with our 
Advisory Committee to ensure their graduates are prepared for the 

evolving environment of HIM.   She serves on the college’s council, whose function is to assist 
the president in planning for the future of the college.  Ms. Marquez is currently serving on the 
College’s Strategic Planning Committee.   

Ms. Marquez has served as an AHIMA Faculty Badge Mentor, PCAP reviewer and Council Chair 
and as a member of the AHIME Council for Excellence in Education Workgroup.  She was 
involved in the workgroup working on the new curricular competencies.   She has served as a 
peer reviewer for CAHIIM since 2018. 

 


